PREFACE

WHEN the important part played by the Province of
Kathiawad in the history of the Rajputs and of Western
India is borne in mind, it is extraordinary how little has
been written on the subject. In the present work we
have an attempt to bring within the covers of one book a
synoptic view of the history of Kathiawad from pre-
historic times down to the present day. Captain Wilber-
foree-Bell, the author, has evidently used to good purpose
the very little spare time which falls to the lot of political
officers serving in the province, and the pages of his book
bear testimony to a very considerable amount of research
work on his part as well as to a capacity for bringing
together events in such a manner as to present, as far as
possible, a consecutive story of the diverse races which
from time to time have entered and either passed through,
or settled in, this interesting peninsula.

The geographical position of Kathiawad accounts for
the circumstance that, with the exception of the Punjab,
it has been the most frequented thoroughfare into India
of India's early invaders. Scythians, Greeks, Rajputs
and Mahomedans have utilized this Western promon-
tory of India as the doorway to the promised land. If
early historians may be believed, some of these invaders
settled contentedly in what were then the rich plains
of the province, while others passed on their way into
the heart of India or retreated, after devastating the
country. But the result has been that there is hardly a
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